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WE’RE STRUGGLING TO  SIMPLY
BY jILL BUcHaNaN
Chief Reporter
j.buchanan@falkirkherald.co.uk

daYS after the first 
welfare reforms 
come into force, 
people are already 
concerned about 
the impact.

As Falkirk Council braces 
itself to deal with the fallout 
from the Westminster 
Government’s measures, 
families and individuals 
across the district are fearful 
of how it will affect them and 
how they will cope.

Opponents of the new 
system argue that it is 
hitting those least able to 
help themselves, many at a 
time when their lives, often 
through no fault of their own, 
are in crisis.

One family which has 
seen their world change 
dramatically in the last few 
years is the Crawfords from 
Westquarter. In March 2012 
mum-of-one Sam (38) was 
diagnosed with the rare 
degenerative disease multiple 
system atrophy (MSA), which 
affects the nerves, leaving 
sufferers with difficulties 
walking, talking, sleeping and 
swallowing.

There is currently no cure 
for MSA.

It affects only five in 
every 100,000 and she is the 
youngest person in Britain 
to be diagnosed, but that 
came after months of tests as 
medics struggled to get to the 
bottom of her symptoms.

Sam and husband Andy 
(49) went from being a 
couple who both worked, 
to living off benefits as first 
she had to give up her job 
as she struggled because of 
her condition, then he had 
to leave the prison service in 
2009 to become her full-time 
carer.

They were forced to sell 
their house and moved into 
a private let. Andy said: “We 
spent six months living and 
sleeping on the living room 
floor because Sam couldn’t 
walk or get up the stairs and 
the toilet was downstairs.

“We fought with the 
council to get a more suitable 
property being turned 
down time and time again. 
Eventually 18 months ago 
they offered us a property and 
we were delighted to have a 
house to call a home again. 
It was somewhere nice for 

ToUgh TimEs: 
MSA sufferer 
Samantha Crawford 
with husband 
Andy and daughter 
Rhanna
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Formore great reader offers visit:
www.falkirkherald.co.uk/ReaderTravel

For more information or to book, please call:01324 65 00 63 quote FLK2
OPENING TIMES: MON-FRI 8.30-19.30 SAT 8.45-15.30 SUN 10.00-15.00

or visit:www.falkirknewspapers2.reader.travel Organised by Omega Holidays, ABTAV4782.
Single supplements apply. Subject to availability.

Departing Thursday 1 August 2013

6days, from£399.95pp

RoyalWindsor
&Bath

The colleges of Oxford,Windsor, the treasures ofWindsor Castle,
a Thames cruise to Runnymede, a tour of Bath with its Royal Crescent,
Georgian Circus and Roman baths, and a meander through the
chocolate-box villages of the Cotswolds. Great value itinerary, with travel,
accommodation, dinner and English breakfast included.
• 3 nights stay at the 4 star Hilton Bracknell hotel with dinner
& full English breakfast

• Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 starWest Midlands area hotel with dinner
& full English breakfast

• Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star NorthWest area hotel with dinner
& full English breakfast

• Admission toWindsor Castle
• A cruise on the River Thames
• Visits to Oxford & Bath
• A coach tour of the Cotswold villages
• Return coach travel from Falkirk & Linlithgow

Departing Monday 19 August 2013

5days, from£299.95pp

• 4 nights stay at the 3 star Holiday Inn hotel, Leamington Spa with
dinner & full English breakfast

• Admission to Blenheim Palace
• Coach tour of picturesque Cotswold villages
• Visits toWarwick, Oxford, Stratford-upon-Avon & Cheltenham
• Return coach travel from Falkirk & Linlithgow

Glorious Cotswolds
& theHeart of England

Thatched cottages, casement windows, stone bridges over winding
streams; the Cotswolds exude the warm glow of England’s vanishing past.
At the dazzling core of their history are the Bard, the Oxford spires,
and the palaces… Join Omega Holidays for a trip through our medieval,
Tudor and Regency past, a journey of a thousand years in just five days.

For more offers visit: www.falkirkherald.co.uk/ReaderTravel

For more information or to book, please call:
01324 65 00 63 quote FLK2
OPENING TIMES: MON-FRI 8.30-19.30 SAT 8.45-15.30 SUN 10.00-15.00
or visit:www.falkirknewspapers2.concert.travel
Organised by Omega Holidays, ABTAV4782. Single supplement applies. Subject to availability.

RobbieWilliams
Take theCrown tour inManchester by Coach
Departing Friday 21 June 2013

2days, from£179.95pp

After three spectacular sell-out shows at London’s O2 Arena
in November, RobbieWilliams is to perform at Manchester’s
Etihad Stadium in June 2013.
One of the world’s most successful recording artists, with a record
17 Brit Awards, 10 UK number one albums and 7 UK number one
singles including Angels andMillennium, the Take That star is
expected to perform tracks from his recent album Take the Crown,
which went straight in at number one along with its lead single
Candy, the fast-selling male artist single of 2012.
With Olly Murs as special guest, book with Omega for a chance to see
two of the UK’s biggest stars on the same bill in one of the highlight
shows of 2013. Let them entertain you!

• General Admission (unreserved seats or standing) for the concert
at the Etihad Stadium inManchester on Friday 21 June 2013

• Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star NorthWest area hotel
with full English breakfast

• Free time in Manchester on Saturday
• Return coach travel from Falkirk & Linlithgow
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council invests to ensure
vulnerable are protected
MOnThS of planning by 
officials at Falkirk Council 
will be put to the test as the 
first raft of benefit changes 
are implemented.

Last month, a special 
meeting of councillors 
approved proposals put 
forward to ease the pressures 
and ensure that the most 
vulnerable are looked after.

Councillor Craig Martin, 
leader of the administration, 
vowed: “The council is and 
will continue to be at the 
forefront of protecting the 
people who will be affected 
by these welfare reforms.”

Over the next 12 months, 
the local authority will invest 
in excess of £1.8 million from 
the Fairer Falkirk Fund in 
employment and training, 
an advice service to help 
people maximise their benefit 
income and avoid falling into 
debt, and supporting other 

agencies in similar work, 
including the Citizens Advice 
Bureau network across the 
district.

Extra financial help will be 
available for those in danger 
of falling into rent arrears 
as the amount of cash they 
receive is reduced.

Tenants will also be 
eligible for a discretionary 
housing payment to help 
them pay their bill when 
the council agrees they need 
further financial help on top 
of the welfare benefits they 
currently receive.

Research by the council has 
already indicated that people 
of working age, both in and 
out of work, are increasingly 
at risk of poverty as a result 
of the welfare reform agenda.

It includes: housing 
benefit being replaced by 
universal credit from 2014; a 
benefits cap from September; 

the abolition of the council 
tax benefit in favour of the 
council tax reduction scheme; 
the disability living allowance 
for 16 to 64-year-olds being 
replaced by the personal 
independence payment in 

  THE FALKIRK HERALD, Thursday, April 11, 2013

33

WE’RE STRUGGLING TO  SIMPLY

As welfare reforms start to bite
concern grows among families
about how they will be affected

June; and changes to the 
way tax credits are calculated 
which will mean from April 
next year there will be no new 
claims allowed as this will be 
rolled into universal credit.

Around 9000 working 
age people in Falkirk who 
currently claim housing 
benefit will move to 
universal credit by the end of  
2017.

*The Princess Royal Trust 
for Carers Falkirk branch will 
be hosting an information on 
how the changes will affect 
people after its AGM on 
Thursday, June 16.

It is putting information on 
the housing benefit changes 
and their possible effects in its 
May newsletter. This will also 
contain information about 
an event being organised 
on May 29 in Edinburgh on 
Welfare Reform and Carers 
Finances.

PRoTECTioN PLEDgE: 
Council leader Craig 
Martin

•• FALKIRK’S longest serving 
councillor believes the Tory/
Lib Dem coalition will be unable 
to fully implement its planned 
benefits shake-up.

•• However, Gerry Goldie still 
fears for people being “driven 
to their wit’s end” over the 
proposals which will see cuts in 
income for thousands.

•• The councillor, who is 
convener of Falkirk’s social  
work and housing services,  
said the welfare reforms were 
“the most cynical move ever” 
from a Westminster govern- 
ment.

•• He said: “They are bringing 
them in, but effectively saying to 
local authorities ‘you deal with it’. 
How can we?”

•• However, Councillor Goldie 
did have a crumb of comfort 
for families like the Crawfords, 
pointing out that the new 
legislation’s ‘bedroom tax’ would 
not affect tenants who needed a 
spare bedroom for full–time live–

in or overnight carers.

•• He added: “If a full–time 
carer is a husband, wife or 
partner, then they will be 
expected to share a room. But in 
some cases that’s not possible so 
it means the person you trust the 
most to look after you is going 
to cost you money if you need 
another room for them to sleep 
in.”

•• If tenants are deemed to 
have one spare room, the amount 
of rent eligible for housing benefit 
will be cut by £9 per week. If they 
have two or more spare rooms, 
the cut will be cut by £16.09 per 
week. 

•• The convener said people 
were being encouraged to appeal 
their cases and he believes the 
changes are “unsustainable”.

•• Mr Goldie said the 
administration wanted to look 
carefully at what they could do for 
everyone affected by the welfare 
changes, not just those hit by the 
bedroom tax.

‘cynical move’ by coalition

Sam to spend her last years 
and spent what little savings 
we had to decorate it nicely, 
make the garden nice and 
have the house adapted for 
disabled living.”

But now Andy fears they 
may lose a minimum of £40 
a month because they have a 
spare bedroom.

The couple, who have one 
daughter Rhanna (17) a fifth 
year pupil at Graeme high, 
need the extra bedroom for 
carers who come in to help 
Sam.

Andy added: “We have no 
change in circumstances but 
are being asked to cough up 
£40 a month or downsize. 
You seriously couldn’t make 
it up.

“It’s just over three years 
since I stopped working, but 
like all carers, I do work, just 
a different type of work. This 
job is harder, much harder 
than any work I’ve ever had 
to do before.

“Some things change, I’ve 
been brought up to work hard 
to provide and look after my 

family. If you needed a few 
more shillings you would 
work harder, work longer, 
work overtime or ultimately 
look for a better paid job.

“What if the person you 
loved and cared for was dying 
from a horrible illness, what if 
that person was being taken 
away from you bit by bit and 
in constant agonising pain? 
That’s what’s happening to 
my wife Sam.

“What would you do? Do 
you think you would try and 
make those last months or 
years that bit extra special? 
Would you try and treat that 
person and make things as 
good as possible? Would you 
work harder, longer, work 
overtime or look for a better 
paid job to make a difference?

“If only I could. If only every 
carer out there looking after 
their loved one 24/7 could.

“I’m just discovering 
trying to stand still and not 
go backwards in these tough 
times is much more of a 
struggle than trying to strive 
for more.”
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